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enclosure. The dying are taken there to be cured, by a sight
of the house of God,, or, at least, to have the satisfaction of
expiring on holy ground. Once he had to close the eyes of
a pilgrim who had crawled there to breathe his last, in Moslem
language, in the arms of the prophet and the guardian angels.
He intimated, by signs, his desire to be sprinkled with Zemzem
water, and while he was sprinkling him, he expired.

Medina is 250 miles distant, yet few pilgrims return without
visiting a city endeared to them as the asylum of their prophet
when forced to fly from his home. Yet his city, as well as
Mecca, and in a greater degree, has lost the charm of antiquity.
The unlearned pilgrim may be deceived by the modern Caaba,
since it substantially represents the edifice, which has been
encircled, we know not for how many centuries, by successive
generations of pilgrims; and it might also be mistaken by their
prophet himself, if allowed to visit the spot, for the house he
had assisted in building, though he would be astonished at the
stations and the arcades that enclose the area. His own little
mosque at Medina, contiguous to his humble dwelling, and shut
in on three sides by houses, he could not recognise, for it lasted
only till the reign of his son-in-law, Othman, his third successor,
and was rebuilt on a grander scale by the Khalif, Walid, who
adorned it with minarets. The edifice, which underwent subse-
quent alterations, was so damaged by lightning, that it was su-
perseded by a new one, as late as the 888th year of the flight, by
Kami Bey, the Circassian Mamluk sovereign of Egypt. Here
Moslems have the satisfaction of praying on the site of the
interment of their Prophet, and of his two friends and successors,,
and in the cemetery on that of his beloved daughter Fatimah, and
of many of his companions, whom they revere as saints. Asso-
ciations may render the visit at the tomb more gratifying than
that to Mecca; but the latter is a duty of their religion, the
former is altogether optional; yet, no doubt, as voluntary.,
this visit heightens the reputation of a pilgrim.

We have seen, in the historical sketch, that the adherents of
Ali had, as soon as circumstances permitted, marked *their
devotion to his cause by mosques raised over his grave, and
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